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rants and Jamie Oliver’s latest outpost,
Fifteen Amsterdam. It’s about a 10-
minute, $13 cab ride or a 15-minute
tram ride to the city center.

HOTEL WATCH

THE ROOMS One of the smallest, on
the fifth floor, while a cheerful green,
was as spare and tight as a ship’s cabin,
with a desk between two narrow beds.
The window was too high to see the
harbor below. There were no closets,
only hooks, and the bathroom was
down the hall. For the same price,

. rooms on the fourth floor seemed lar-

ger and their lower windows offered
charming river views.

The “comfortable” rooms ($180) are
almost double in size, and the “spa-
cious” rooms ($260) are properly

‘named; several have beds tucked in al-

coves, Some of the 12 “extremely large”
rooms ($390), especially those in the
attic, are glamorous in a bohemian
way, with sheepskin rugs, dramatic
sloping wood-beamed ceilings and a
bathtub under a window.

Although in theory kind of fun, the
larger rooms didn’t seem worth the ex-
tra cost. Most of the beds are no larger
(though two suites have beds that can
sleep eight), sheet thread count is no
higher, none offer stereo systems, and
all televisions are small.

THE BATHROOMS The smallest
rooms share bathrooms (most with
showers only) that open with room
keys and come stocked with robes.
Many of the larger rooms have baths
that double as art installations: brightly
colored walls swing open to reveal a
shower and sink. But big spenders

-don’t get plusher towels or fancier bath

products than the backpackers.

THE CROWD An intriguing mix of
bohemian intellectuals mingle over
meals at Snel. Predictably, artists, stu-

dents and fashion types were more vis-
ible than executives in suits. Most
guests won’t likely mind that the hotel
does not offer a gym (though there’s
one around the corner).

ROOM SERVICE Guests can order ev-
erything from the eclectic Snel menu
(from toast to meatballs to coq au vin)
24 hours a day, but all room deliveries
include a charge of about $10. One wall
of Snel acts as a mini-deli, with every-
thing from diapers to toothbrushes.

BOTTOM LINE ‘A designer work in
progress that offers fun people-watch-
ing. The smaller rooms are a good
value for Amsterdam, but first-time
visitors with a heavy sightseeing
agenda will probably find a hotel in the
city center more convenient.
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